Morning Worship

Bethesda Lutheran Church - 8:30 AM
Immanuel Lutheran Church - 11:00 AM
September 6, 2026
Creation in Christ Sunday

Before we begin our worship this morning, I acknowledge that Bethesda
Lutheran Church/Immanuel Lutheran Church stands on the traditional
grounds of the Anishinaabe People, and we honor their elders both past
and present. Their presence is imbued in the lands and waters
surrounding us. We nurture our relationships with our indigenous
neighbors, and the shared responsibilities to their homeland where we all
reside today.

HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our hope, our heart, our home.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end,



we confess that we participate in systems

that perpetuate oppression and injustice.

We are often numb to the pain of the world around us,
resistant to change that costs us something,

and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves.
We sin against your good creation,

failing to be faithful stewards

of the land, the sea, and all their creatures.
Make your home among us once more, O God,
naming us beloved and opening our hearts

to do your will.

Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:
God knows you,

forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ,

and frees you to love the world as you have been loved.
Creation’s story will not end

until mourning, crying, and pain are no more.

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure.
Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving for Creation
Glory to you, O God:

you speak a word of power,
and so you create the world.
We praise you, O God:

We praise you, O God.

For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life,
for the earth ordered from chaos,

and for light and dark,

we bless you, O God:

We bless you, O God.



For the cosmos beyond our earth,

for the sky above our heads,

and for the cycle of evening and morning,
we exalt you, O God;

We exalt you, O God.

For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers,

for the land with its mountains and plains,
and for the trees, the plants, and their fruits,
we magnify you, O God:

We magnify you, O God.

For the sun to rule the day,

for the moon to brighten the night,
and for the shining stars,

we extol you, O God:

We extol you, O God.

For the fish in the sea,

for the birds of the air,

and for the monsters in the deep,
we glorify you, O God:

We glorify you, O God.

For wild animals and creatures of all kinds,
for cattle and all livestock,

and for everything that creeps on the earth,
we adore you, O God:

We adore you, O God.

For humankind made in your image,
for setting us on your good earth,
and for providing us food to eat,

we worship you, O God:

We worship you, O God.



Bless us, your creatures.

Accept our praise,

and make us worthy of your marvelous creation.
We praise you, O God:

We praise you, O God.

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might

be to you, our God, forever and ever.

Amen.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW (red hymnal) #879 “For the Beauty of the
Earth”

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you
created the worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. We
praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your
handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of

this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Genesis 2:4b-25

Genesis 2 tells the beginning of the story of God's garden and includes

several ambivalent foreshadowings: appreciation of the gold of other

lands, the combination of dust and spirit in the creation of humanity, the
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call to the human to “serve and protect” the garden, the introduction of
healthy ecological limits that might be transgressed, and beautiful
partnerships formed between humans and other creatures that are
vulnerable to being violated. Both profound goodness and fragile
mortality are evident in the beginning—and both call for reverent
attention today.

*In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, * when
no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no vegetation of the field
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the
earth, and there was no one to till the ground, ¢ but a stream would rise
from the earth and water the whole face of the ground—" then

the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. ® And
the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the
man whom he had formed. ® Out of the ground the Lord God made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it
divides and becomes four branches. ' The name of the first is Pishon; it
is the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is
gold, 2 and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are
there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows
around the whole land of Cush. * The name of the third river is Tigris,
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to
till it and keep it. ' And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden, !7 but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.”

'8 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” !° So out of the ground
the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 2° The
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man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every
animal of the field, but for the man there was not found a helper as his
partner. 2! So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made
into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his
wife, and they become one flesh. 2> And the man and his wife were both
naked and were not ashamed.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 148

I Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
~ praise God ! in the heights.
2 Praise the Lord, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, ! sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
4Praise the Lord, heav- ! en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
3 Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
who commanded, and they ! were created,
6 who made them stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not ! pass away.
"Praise the Lord! from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8fire and hail, ' snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing God's will;
? mountains | and all hills,
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fruit trees | and all cedars;
10 wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;
' sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
2young ! men and maidens,
old and | young together.
13 Let them praise the name ! of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and
heaven.
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for
all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near
the Lord. | Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Acts 17:22a, 24-28

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks
who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims
that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven

and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom
God has raised from the dead.

222 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ?* “The God who
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, %° nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. ?° From one ancestor he made
all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, *” so
that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and
find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2 For ‘In him
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets
have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

Word of God, word of life.



Thanks be to God.

Gospel acclamation:

ELW (red hymnal) #512 “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”

The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 1:1-5

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through
whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought
grace and truth to the world

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. * All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being,.
What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overtake it.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — Pastor Connie Monson

Hymn of the Day: ELW (red hymnal) #679 “For the Fruit of All
Creation”

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of male and female,
of other possibilities.



We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree.
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken.

He descended into the earth to the place of death.

On the third day he rose from the tomb.

He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present,

and His kingdom will come on earth.

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life- giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of eternal life.

Amen

Prayers of Intercession

We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator,
praying for the earth and for all in need, responding to each petition with
the words “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that
churches around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, and that all
the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. Hear us, O God,
source of life [and ground of our being]:

Your mercy is great.

For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued
divine blessing, that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous
and clean, that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected.
Grant that what on earth has been despoiled will be healed. Hear us, O
God, our creator [and fruitful gardeny:

Your mercy is great.

For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and
grocers provide the food humans need, that legislators strive in all things
for the common good, and that science and technology lead us toward



more responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, our stronghold [and sun
of justice]:

Your mercy is great.

For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife
refuges be safeguarded, that all natural resources benefit the whole
population, and that our children learn respect for nature. Hear us, O
God, our guardian [and rainbow of promise]:

Your mercy is great.

For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic
and from extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive
medical attention and communal support. Give heed to those whose
names we call out to you (especially). Hear us, O God, our healer [and
heart of the universe].

Your mercy is great.

Other intercession: Lord, you know the need for healing, comfort, help
or resolution for those we name before you today: Myrna & Richard,
Kermit, Ed, Lorayne, Lois, Courtney, Bill, Chuck & Marcia, Colleen,
Rhiannon, Holly, Bennett, Jennifer, Casey, Donnie, Jeanna, Jaycee,
Gary & Janet, Britni, Luke, Jarrett, Darlene, Melinda, Rex, John, Sandy,
Jane, and those whose names we hold in our heart. Hear us, O God,

Your mercy is great.

We pray for our migrant neighbors who, like most of us and our
ancestors, came to this country for a better life. You who freed the
captives, protect them from harm. Help us guard their rights to
representation and due process. Hear us, O God,

Your mercy is great.

We praise you [for Hildegard of Bingen, Francis of Assisi, and)] for all
believers who have lived and died in communion with the earth. Grant
that in your good time we join with all your creatures in your presence
forever. Hear us, O God, the beginning and the end:

Your mercy is great.
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Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves
and your whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. (Share a sign of God’s peace with one another.)

Offering

We receive two kinds of offerings in gratitude for all that God has done
and is doing: a monetary offering for the work of the church in our
community and the world, and a food offering for our friends at local food
pantries. If you have brought food or supplies this morning, you can place
them in the basket at the front of the sanctuary at any time. The offering
plate is located in the narthex at the beginning of the service, if you missed
it, you are welcome to approach the altar after the service with your gift,
or catch us next time!

Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.
Come and share.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Prayer after Communion

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Communion Hymn ELW (red hymnal) #861 “When Long before
Time”

Announcements:

Sunday: AA, 7 pm, Immanuel; Margaret Langness’s birthday
Monday: South Shore Quilters, 9 am; No book study until Sept. 14;
Tuesday: Brunch Bunch, 10 am, Bethesda; Bible Study Immanuel and
Zoom, 2 pm; Bizhiki (Buffalo) free performance at Big Top
Chautauqua, 7 pm; Joyce Anderson’s birthday

Wednesday: South Shore Quilters, 9 am; Gather, 9:30 am, Bethesda
Thursday: Immanuel Painters, 10 am; Juliet Club, 11:30, Poncho’s
Friday: ROMEO, 8 am, Coffee Shop; Knit Wits, 1 pm, Coffee Shop;

Benediction

God our Mother root you deep in grace.

God our Neighbor stand with you in strength.
God our Nourishment sustain you in hope
and bless you unto evergreen life.

Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #824 (red hymnal) “This Is My Father’s
World”

Dismissal
Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Postlude

Reconciling in Christ Statement
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,

there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28

We welcome YOU to Bethesda and Immanuel to participate fully
in our congregational life. You who may have experienced
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exclusion, injustice or racial inequity; You who are young, old,
rich, poor; You of all abilities; You from all nations and ethnic
backgrounds; You of all sexual orientations, gender identities or
gender expression.

We are committed to racial equity, economic equity, gender
equity, sexual equity. We are committed to learn, celebrate,
advocate and welcome everyone through a series of forums and
educational opportunities. May we grow in acceptance and
become a voice for inclusion, equity and justice.

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
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