DISCIPLE STORY

CREATOR GOD, THANKYOU FOR GATHERING US IN THIS PLACE TO SING, TO PRAY, TO
LISTEN AND LEARN, AND TO BE IN COMMUNITY. MAY THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH BE
PLEASING TO YOU AND REFLECT MY LOVE OF YOU AND ALL GATHERING HERE. AMEN

GOOD MORNING, MY NAME IS KAREN NOVACHEK AND | AM AMEMBER OF MESSIAH
LUTHERAN IN WASHBURN AND ALSO IMMANUEL LUTHERAN IN CORNUCOPIA. THIS
SUMMER, AT MESSIAH, WE FOCUSED ON DISCIPLESHIP AND VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE
CONGREGATION WERE ASKED TO TELL THEIR DISCIPLSHIP STORY. I TOLD MY STORY AND
| AM HERE THIS MORNING TO SHARE IT WITH YOU.

FIRST, SOME COMMMENTS ABOUT TODAY’S GOSPEL. JESUS IS CHALLENGED BY THOSE
WHO BELIEVE THEY ARE IN POWER—THE TEMPLE LEADERS. THEY WANT TO KNOW
WHERE JESUS GOT HIS AUTHORITY. JESUS HAS A COUNTER QUESTION. WHAT ABOUT
JOHN THE BAPTIST—WHERE DID HE GET HIS AUTHORITY—FROM HEAVEN OR HUMANS?
THE PRIESTS AND ELDERS FACE A DILEMMA. IF THEY SAY FROM HEAVEN, THEN WHY DO
NOT BELIEVE JOHN’S MESSAGE. IF THEY SAY FROM HUMANS, THEY FEAR THE PEOPLE
WHO VIEW JOHN AS A PROPHET WILL RISE UP. A STANDOFF SO THE LEADERS ANSWER,
“WE DO NOT KNOW?”. JESUS REPLIES THAT HE WILL NOT TELL THEM BY WHAT AUTHORITY
HE ACTS EITHER.

BUT JESUS DOES NOT LEAVE IT THERE. HE TELLS A PARABLE. A FATHER ASKS HIS TWO
SONS TO GO TO WROK IN THE VINEYARD. ONE SON SAYS “NO” BUT THEN CHANGES HIS
MIND AND GOES WHILE THE OTHER SON AGREES TO GO TO WORK BUT DOES NOT
FOLLOW THROUGH.

AND THEN A DIRECT REBUKE OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS BY TELLING THEM THAT THE
OUTCASTS ~THE TAX COLLECTORS AND PROSTITUTES—WHO INITIALLY DISOBEYED GOD
BUT THEN REPENTED WOULD ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THEY WEREWILLING TO
FOLLOW AND DO THE WILL OF GOD—THE VERY THING THAT IS ASKED OF A DISCIPLE.



WHAT WE DO IN LARGE PART SHOWS OUR VALUES, BELIEFS. THIS ISTRUE IN ALL
ASPECTS OF LIFE BUT MOST TRUE WHEN IT COMES TO DEMONSTRATING OUR FAITH AND
OBEDIANCE IN DEVOTION TO GOD.

AM | A DISCIPLE AND WHAT AM | DOING THAT SHOWS THIS?

| AM A CHILD OF GOD. | KNOW THIS IN THE DEPTH OF MY SOUL AND SO WHEN ASKED TO
TELL MY DISCIPLE STORY, | IMMEDIATELY SAID, “YES, | CAN DO IT”.

| REALIZED THAT BEING AND KNOWING | AM A CHILD OF GOD WAS NOT THE ENTIRE
STORY. WELL, I THOUGHT | CAN CHECK MOST OF THE BOXES:

BAPTIZED, CONFIRMED, BIBLE CAMP, LUTHERAN COLLEGE, CHURCH COUNCIL
PRESIDENT, SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, BIBLE STUDIES, REGULAR CHURCH
ATTENDANCE AND REALLY IMPORTANT, LOTS OF TIME SPENT IN CHURCH
KITCHENS.

STOP: | MAY TRY TO USE THESE ACTIVITES AS MY CREDENTIALS TO QUALIFY MY
DISCIPLESHIP BUT | UNCOMFORTABLY REALIZED THERE WERE SOME HARD QUESTIONS |
NEEDED TO ANSWER. FIRST, | ASKED MYSELF: KAREN, CAN YOU PUT YOUR EGO AND YES
YOUR ARROGANCE ASIDE AND TELL THE REAL STORY? THOSE WHO KNOW ME WELL
KNOW THAT I LOVE TO TELL STORIES.

SO, HERE IT—I AM APPRENTICE DISCIPLE, LEARNING HOW TO BE A DISCIPLE! BUT,
KAREN, YOU ARE 82 AND YOU HAVE BEEN STEEPED IN THE CHURCH AND LUTHERAN
FAITH ALL YOUR LIFE—HAVE YOU NOT FIGURED IT OUT BY NOW?

THE ANSWER IS NO AND YOU KNOW WHAT THE TIME TO FIGURE IT OUT IS GROWING
SHORTER BY THE DAY. THIS IS NOT TURNING OUT TO BE VERY HELPFUL, UPLIFTING OR
ENCOURAGING. DON'T GIVE UP—LISTEN TO THE REST OF THE STORY.

MY PATH FOLLOWING JESUS:



THE PATH HAS BEEN SMOOTH MUCH OF THE TIME. | HAVE BEEN BLESSED IN NUMEROUS
WAYS BUT THERE HAVE BEEN ROCKS, BOULDERS IN FACT, AND | HAVE STUMBLED AT
TIMES AND LOST SIGHT OF JESUS. A STORY: IT WAS AUGUST, ATHURSDAY AND | WAS
HERE IN WASHBURN RUNNING AN ERRAND AND GETTING READY TO DRIVE TO MY
COTTAGE (THIS WAS BEFORE | HAD MOVED FROM PHOENIX AND WAS ONLY SPENDING
SUMMERS HERE). MY COUSIN WAS LOOKING FOR ME, FOUND ME AND TOLD ME MY SON
WAS DEAD, KILLED IN A CAR CRASH. HE WANTED TO DRIVE ME TO THE COTTAGE BUT
SELF-SUFFICIENT KAREN SAID NO AND | DROVE COUNTY C TO SISKIWIT LAKE. AS|
ENTERED THE DRIVEWAY, THERE WERE 10 OR 15 PEOPLE GATHERED (A GROUP OF
DISCIPLES). HOW THEY LEARNED OF ERIC’S DEATH AND HOW THEY DECIDED TO BE
THERE, | DO NOT KNOW. IT WAS THEIR PRESENCE AND THEIR LOVING HUGS THAT
HELPED ME FIND MY WAY AROUND THE BOULDER OF DEATH. THESE WONDERFUL
PEOPLE WERE DOING WHAT DISCIPLES ARE TO DO—BE PRESENT WHEN NEEDED. JESUS
WORKING THROUGH THEM HELPED ME FIND MY FOOTING AND DEMONSTRATED TO ME
THE IMPORTANCE OF SHOWING UP EVEN WHEN IT IS HARD AND YOU DO NOT KNOW
WHAT TO SAY.

ALONG THE PATH, HAVE | GROWN IN MY FAITH AND HAVE | LEARNED HOW TO BE MORE
ACCEPTING, LOVING AND COMPASSIONATE? | HOPE SO. | DO KNOW THAT THIS IS HARD.
CHANGE ISHARD AND IT ISWHERE MY EGO OFTEN GETS IN THE WAY.

ALONG THE PATH, HAVE | REACHED OUT TO OTHERS TO JOIN ME? HAVE | TOLD MY FAITH
| HOPE SO. THIS IS HARD FOR ME—TO VERBALIZE MY FAITH STORY TO OTHERS AND | AM
WORKING ON IT.

STORY: A VERY GOOD FRIEND TOLD ME SHE WAS AWAITING RESULTS OF A MRI. SHE HAS
CANCER AND IS IN REMISSION AND WAS FEARFUL THAT ATUMOR WOULD BE FOUND. |
LISTENED AND WE TALKED FOR AWHILE. | RECENTLY RECEIVED ATEXT FROM MY
FRIEND TELLLING ME THAT THE SCAN WAS NEGATIVE AND HOW MUCH COMFORT MY
WORDS MEANT TO HER. | CAN NOT REMEMBER WHAT | SAID. | HAVE TO BELIEVE AND |
DO BELIEVE, AT THAT TIME, | WAS A FAITHFUL DISCIPLE OF JESUS. FOR THE REMINDER
OF MY LIFE, 1 PRAY THAT | CAN CONTINUE TO BE ONE.



WHEN | TOLD MY STORY AT MESSIAH IT WAS JUST BEFORE THE SCHOOLD YEAR WAS TO
BEGIN AND | REALIZED | HAD SAID NOTHING THAT MADE MUCH SENSE TO THE
CHILDREN. SO I HAD A STORY FOR THEM AND | WANT TO SHARE IT WITH YOU ALSO.

| WAS IN SECOND GRADE AND EARLY IN THE SCHOOL YEAR. | HAD COME HOME FROM
SCHOOL AND MY MOTHER ASKED “WHAT’S BOTHERING YOU”. MOTHERS ALWAYS SEEM
TO KNOW. | SHARED THAT THERE WAS A BOY IN MY CLASS CRYING BECAUSE HE WAS
UNABLE TO READ AND | TOLD HIM IT WOULD BE OKAY BECAUSE | WAS GOING TO TEACH
HIM TO READ.

OF COURSE, THAT WAS SILLY OF ME BUT MAYBE THAT AWARENESS AND YES,
COMPASSION WAS THE BEGINNING OF MY DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEY. | URGED THE
CHILDREN TO USE THEIR SMILES, WILLLINGNESS TO HELP—THAT THEY ARE DISCIPLES
WHEN THEY SUPPOORT AND ENCOURAGE.

| BEGAN BY CONFESSING THAT | AM AN APPRENTICE-A LEARNER-SOMEONE WHO DOES
NOT HAVE IT ALL FIGURED OUT YET—BUT THIS | DO KNOW

| AM

--ON A PATH THAT IS NOT ALWAYS SMOOTH BUT JESUS AND THE PEOPLE GOD WORKS
THROUGH, ARE WITH ME TO HELP, GUIDE AND ENCOURAGE

--ON A PATH WHERE | CONTINUE TO TRY TO LEARN AND GROW EVEN WHEN IT IS
CLOUDY, FOGGY, HARD TO SEE AHEAD

--ON A PATH WHERE | AM TRYING NOT TO JUDGE OTHERS BUT FOCUS ON GIVING AND
BEING, SHOWING KINDNESS, LOVE AND COMPASSION

--ON A PATH WHERE, YES, THERE IS A LIGHT AHEAD AND SOMETIMES THAT IS ENOUGH
TO MOVE FORWARD.

AMEN



