Morning Worship
Bethesda Lutheran Church — 8:30 AM

Immanuel Lutheran Church - 11:00 AM
October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

Before we begin our worship this morning, I acknowledge that Bethesda
Lutheran Church/Immanuel Lutheran Church stands on the traditional
grounds of the Anishinaabe People, and we honor their elders both past
and present. Their presence is imbued in the lands and waters
surrounding us. We nurture our relationships with our indigenous
neighbors, and the shared responsibilities to their homeland where we all
reside today.

HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude
GATHERING
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,
we are your stiff-necked people.



We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
Y ou who were lost have been found.

In the name of *F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #505 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

Hymn of Praise #597 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”



Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your
Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it
will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that
one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The
renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity
and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. ** But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3* No longer
shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says

the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no
more.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 46
Refrain: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
"'God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
3 though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
"The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works ! of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
% behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields
with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that ' I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the
earth.”
T'The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold. R

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and
other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with
God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act
is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in
Jesus Christ.



9 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. 2° For no human will be justified before
him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, > the
righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God; ?* they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, * whom God put forward
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance -
he had passed over the sins previously committed; ¢ it was to
demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is
righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind
of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 2 For we
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the
law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW #512  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”
The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through
his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.



31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” 3 They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. *> The slave does not have a permanent
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 3° So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — Pastor Connie Monson
Hymn of the Day: ELW #3513 “Listen, God Is Calling”

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God,
sovereign in grace and love,
maker of all things.

We believe in Jesus Christ,
the eternal Word of God,
the firstborn of a new creation.

We believe in God’s eternal Spirit,

pledge and foretaste of the future,

given that we may not lose the way,

who has endowed us with a diversity of gifts.

We are a pilgrim peoplé
on the way to God’s promised future.

On this way,
we are called to live and work within the faith and unity
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of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

In this unity,
we offer our worship, witness and service
and receive one another in love and joy.

We are being led to the free obedience

of the children of God,

and so we look with yearning and hope

to the final reconciliation of humanity with God,
and the renewal of all creation.

Alleluia. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed
by your word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that
all creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together.
Guide those who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care
for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the
norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace
and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and purpose.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people
who are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or
employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who
are ill (especially). Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to
understanding and reconciliation between people of other faiths and
other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal
wounds we have caused one another. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Other intercession: Lord, you know the need for healing, comfort, help
or resolution for those we name before you today: Myrna & Richard
Northrop, Kermit Delmain, Ed DePerry, Lorayne Reedy, Lois Osterberg,
Courtney Byerhof, Bill Bodner, Chuck & Marcia Perry, Colleen Nozal,
Kelliann Clapero, Rhiannon Tourdot, Holly Tourdot, Bennett Anderson,
Jennifer Schlack, Casey French, Donnie Anderson, Jeanna Morshead-
Metelica, Marty Burkel, John & Sharon Hunt, Jaycee Juoni, Gary
Johnson, Britni Zagorski, Allen Hahn, Jean Anderson, Luke Gulstrand,
Jarrett Waite, and those whose names we hold in our heart. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for our migrant neighbors who, like us and our ancestors, came
to this country for a better life. You who freed the captives, protect them
from harm. Help us guard their rights to representation and due process.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints
(especially Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, and Paul Gerhardyt).
Give us hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Share a sign of God’s peace with one another.)

Offering

Offering Prayer

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. |
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Prayer after Communion

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to
be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with
all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Communion Hymn ELW #469 “By Your Hand You Feed Your

People”

Announcements:

Sunday AA 7 pm at Immanuel

Monday South Shore Quilters 9 am at Immanuel; Book Study on
Zoom 1 pm

Tuesday Brunch Bunch 10 am at Bethesda; Bible Study
Bethesda & Zoom 2 pm

Wednesday South Shore Quilters 9 am at Immanuel; Midday Prayer
12 pm at Bayfield Presbyterian
Thursday Immanuel Painters 10 am; Dan Weber’s birthday
Friday ROMEO 8:15 am at Siskiwit Farmhouse; Knit Wits
1 pm at Cornucopia Coffee
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Blessing

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: Renewing Worship #153 “Send Down the Fire” See
next page
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PENTECOST, THE HOLY SPIRIT

R153 Send Down the Fir

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music; SEND Down T1ie Fing, Mery Haugen
Text and music © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Al) rights reserved.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reconciling in Christ Statement

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28

We welcome YOU to Bethesda and Immanuel to participate fully
in our congregational life. You who may have experienced
exclusion, injustice or racial inequity; You who are young, old,
rich, poor; You of all abilities; You from all nations and ethnic
backgrounds; You of all sexual orientations, gender identities or
gender expression.

We are committed to racial equity, economic equity, gender
equity, sexual equity. We are committed to learn, celebrate,
advocate and welcome everyone through a series of forums and
educational opportunities. May we grow in acceptance and
become a voice for inclusion, equity and justice.

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

14



