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February 21, 2021 
First Sunday of Lent 

Prelude/Welcome 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the 

Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

Order of Worship 

Covenant Renewal Litany 
Every day we journey on this earth is a day in which we make choices: 
Left or right, up or down, in or out, yes or no? 
Some choices are simple, and some are very complex, But one choice informs all the others: 
Who will be our God?  Who will we trust to see us through this journey? 
 

Who has been with us from before the beginning, bringing us into existence? 
 

Who has loved us and blessed us and sent us on our way? 
 

Who has pointed us toward the path and posted the signs we need to find our way? 
 

Who has been at our side when the road has been smooth and gently curving? 
 

Who has kept with us through hairpin turns and construction zones and potholes and 
detours? 
 

Who will celebrate with us when we complete our course and seek the comfort of eternity? 
 

Only One.  The One and Only.  Holy One.  The One and Holy. 
 

Will you choose this day to stay faithful to the One who is faithful to us? 
 

Count us in.   
 

Will you choose this day to place your whole trust in the One who is trustworthy? 
 

Count us in. 
 

Will you choose this day to commit you talents and your resources to the One who first endowed 
them? 
 

Count us in. 
 

Will you choose this day to love the One who loved us first?  
 

Count us in. 
 

Praying together, 
 

We devote ourselves to you by remembering the covenant—the promise you made to 
humanity so long ago.  Because you are our God, we are your people.  Enlarge our 
faithfulness, our trust, our commitment and our love so that we may graciously up hold our 
side of the deal.  Help us always to recognize your presence and your blessings throughout 
our journey.  Keep us in your care.   Amen. 

 

 



Gathering Song  #599 ELW vs 1, 3 & 4 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 

 

 

 

 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin,  

From selfish passions set me free and make you pure with in. 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray; 

Though darkness and perplexity point out your chosen way. 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me, that when the flood is past, 

I may the eternal brightness see and share your joy at last.  



Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen and in the wilder-

ness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.  Renew us in the gift of baptism.  May your 

holy angels be with us that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

forever.  Amen. 

Word 
 

Readings and Prayers of Intercession are found in the Celebrate insert. 
 

First Reading  Genesis 9:8-17 

(after the reading)  Assistant:  The word of Life. People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.               

Gloria 



You have come down to the lakeshore 

seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

but only asking for me to follow.  

(Refrain) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:9-15 

Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Response after the conclusion:         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day  #613 vs 1 & 3 ELW      “Thy Holy Wings” 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

 

Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me,  

and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. 

Oh be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, 

and let my ev’ry moment be lived within thy grace.   

Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood. 

Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good.   

Oh, take into thy keeping thy children great and small,  

and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all.   



Prayers of Intersession  

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world and all in need.   
 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time.  Give your church throughout 

the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your sal-

vation.  Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature.  Protect all the earth’s creatures 

from destruction.  Empower the work of biologists, conservationist, and science educators.  Hear 

us of God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness.  Direct the words and actions of leaders in our 

community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly.  Hear us O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

Even in the wilderness you are with us.  Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing danger-
ous lands.  Tend to those whose lives feel desolate.  Give healing and strength to all who suffer 
especially Sheryl, Wally and Colleen, Paula, Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Barb, Gene, 
“Tiny,” Pavel, Alla, Oliver and Victoria, friends and family Brad, and friends and family of Jeff.  
Hear us O God.   

Your mercy is great. 
 
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children.  Nurture us in our baptismal identity 
and teach us to live within it for the sake of others.  Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of 
care and concern.  Hear us O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the corona-
virus. Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 
protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 
hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In Baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We praise you for all those 

who have died trusting in you faithfulness.  Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.   

Hear us O God.   

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our preayer to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 



Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Share with one another a sign of God’s peace 
 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.  As 

you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 

and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

Walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God.  Walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High.  

Walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you.  Amen 

 

Sending Hymn #545 vs 1 & 2 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Go in love and light and know that Christ goes with you! Thanks be to God. 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, your love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace.   
Oh refresh us; oh refresh us,  
traveling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give and adoration  
for your gospel’s joyful sound.   
May the fruits of your salvation  
in the hearts and lives abound.  
Ever faithful ever faithful  
to your truth may we be found.   


