Morning Worship
Bethesda Lutheran Church - 8:30 AM
Immanuel Lutheran Church - 11:00 AM
October 4, 2026
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Before we begin our worship this morning, I acknowledge that Bethesda
Lutheran Church/Immanuel Lutheran Church stands on the traditional
grounds of the Anishinaabe People, and we honor their elders both past
and present. Their presence is imbued in the lands and waters
surrounding us. We nurture our relationships with our indigenous
neighbors, and the shared responsibilities to their homeland where we all
reside today.

HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.



Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW (red hymnal) #803 “When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross”



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen

Hymn of Praise ELW (red hymnal) #556 “Morning Has Broken”

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good.
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that
are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship
between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising
vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has
brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes
of justice and righteousness were expected.

'T will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
*What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

> And now I will tell you

what I will do to my vineyard.
[ will remove its hedge,

and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.
°T will make it a wasteland;



it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15

Refrain: Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this
vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

"Restore us, O | God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
%You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and ! planted it.
®You cleared the | ground for it;

it took root and ! filled the land.
19 The mountains were covered ! by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. R
1Y ou stretched out its tendrils | to the sea

and its branches | to the river.
2Why have you broken | down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
4 Turn now, O ! God of hosts,
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look | down from heaven;
Sbehold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right | hand has planted. R

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have
any bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given
through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection

motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with
Christ.

[Paul writes:] **If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I
have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ * and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 11
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ' if somehow I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of
me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it,
but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, '*1 press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel acclamation:
ELW (red hymnal) #512 “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of
scripture.

[Jesus said:] 3* “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built
a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 3* When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. * But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. 3% Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and
they treated them in the same way. 3’ Then he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 3 But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get
his inheritance.” 3 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. **Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?” *! They said to him, “He will put those wretches
to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the produce at the harvest time.”

%2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

3 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it
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falls.”

4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. *® They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — Pastor Connie Monson

Hymn of the Day: ELW (red hymnal) #343 “My Song Is Love
Unknown”

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of male and female,
of other possibilities.

We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree.
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken.

He descended into the earth to the place of death.

On the third day he rose from the tomb.

He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present,

and His kingdom will come on earth.

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life- giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of eternal life.

Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

A brief silence.



God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to
renew and transform your holy church (especially Theodor Fliedner,

renewer of society). Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who
dwell within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your
Spirit in creation (especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones
(regions in crisis may be named), and shelter those who live within
them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and
refugees. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing
and relief to all who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word.
We give thanks for teachers of the faith (congregational formation
ministries may be named). Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they
inspire others with your truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Other intercession: Lord, you know the need for healing, comfort, help
or resolution for those we name before you today: Richard, the friends
and family of Myrna, Kermit, Ed, Lorayne, Lois, Courtney, Bill, Chuck
& Marcia, Colleen, Rhiannon, Holly, Bennett, Jennifer, Casey, Donnie,
Jeanna, Jaycee, Gary & Janet, Britni, Luke, Jarrett, Darlene, Melinda,

John, Sandy, Jane, Clyde, and those whose names we hold in our heart.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



We pray for our migrant neighbors who, like most of us and our
ancestors, came to this country for a better life. You who freed the
captives, protect them from harm. Help us guard their rights to
representation and due process. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks
for all the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. (Share a sign of God’s peace with one another.)

Offering

We receive two kinds of offerings in gratitude for all that God has done
and is doing. a monetary offering for the work of the church in our
community and the world, and a food offering for our friends at local food
pantries. If you have brought food or supplies this morning, you can place
them in the basket at the front of the sanctuary at any time. The offering
plate is located in the narthex at the beginning of the service, if you missed

it, you are welcome to approach the altar after the service with your gift,
or catch us next time!

Offering Prayer

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
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in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Communion Hymn ELW (red hymnal) #595 “Jesus Loves Me”

Announcements:

Sunday: AA, 7 pm, Immanuel

Monday: South Shore Quilters, 9 am; Pet Blessing 10 — noon, Bethesda;
Book Study on Zoom, 1 pm; Monday Night at the Movies, 7 pm,
Immanuel — Waasa Inaabidaa — Health and Medicine; Susan
Woodbury’s birthday

Tuesday: Brunch Bunch, 10 am, Bethesda; Bible Study, Immanuel and
Zoom, 2 pm

Wednesday: South Shore Quilters, 9 am; Jim Collier’s birthday;
Thursday: Immanuel Painters, 10 am; Juliet Club, 11:30 am, Manypenny
Bistro; Jake Perry’s birthday

Friday: ROMEO, 9 am, Farmhouse; Knit Wits, 1 pm, Coffee Shop;
Compensation Committee, 9 am at Bethesda; Mike Berg’s birthday;
Sharon McCarthy’s birthday
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Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

* bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #826 (red hymnal) “Thine the Amen”

Dismissal
Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Postlude

Reconciling in Christ Statement

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no

male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28

We welcome YOU to Bethesda and Immanuel to participate fully in our
congregational life. You who may have experienced exclusion, injustice or
racial inequity; You who are young, old, rich, poor; You of all abilities;
You from all nations and ethnic backgrounds; You of all sexual
orientations, gender identities or gender expression.

We are committed to racial equity, economic equity, gender equity, sexual
equity. We are committed to learn, celebrate, advocate and welcome
everyone through a series of forums and educational opportunities. May we
grow in acceptance and become a voice for inclusion, equity and justice.

No matter where ou are on life’s journe ou are welcome here.
p
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