
 

 

Morning Worship 
Bethesda Lutheran Church 8:30 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 11:00 
September 26, 2021  

 
 
Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional 
grounds of the Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their 
elders both past and present. 

 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 
PRELUDE/GREETING  
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Spirit of God be with you. And also with you. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us 
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use 
the resources of nature that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and 
that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Creator of the universe, everything that we have comes from you. 
Abundantly you provide for our needs. Even before we speak, you 
know the deepest desires of our hearts. Graciousness and goodness 
are your nature. Yet we turn our backs on what is good. We greedily 
snatch the gifts you hold out to us and hoard them for ourselves 
alone. We trample upon the works of your hands. Selfishness and 
greed mark our footsteps. We leave a trail of waste and destruction 
behind us. Forgive us, gracious God, and give us a special concern 
for your world. Amen. 
 
 



 

 

Blessing/Assurance 
The good news is this: In Christ we are reconciled and re-created.  
Praise be to God.  
 
 
GATHERING SONG #414 vs 1 & 4 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
God, our Creator, as we descend from the mountains, we celebrate the 
wonders of the wild that surround us.  Help us to see in the surrounding 
landscape the places where the planet has been polluted and to empathize 
with the groaning of creation beneath us.  Teach us to recognize that the 
hills are alive with your Spirit and to rejoice with all our kin, especially the 
creatures of the wild. In the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all 
things in creation.  Amen. 

 
 
THE WORD 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 NRSV 
For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
    and its people as a delight. 
 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
    and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
    or the cry of distress. 



 

 

No more shall there be in it 
    an infant that lives but a few days, 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
 
They shall not build and another inhabit; 
    they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
 
They shall not labor in vain, 
    or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
    and their descendants as well. 
 
Before they call I will answer, 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Psalm 48:1-11 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised 
    in the city of our God. 
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
    is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
    the city of the great King. 
Within its citadels God 
    has shown himself a sure defense. 
Then the kings assembled, 
    they came on together. 
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; 
    they were in panic, they took to flight; 
trembling took hold of them there, 
    pains as of a woman in labor, 
as when an east wind shatters 
    the ships of Tarshish. 
As we have heard, so have we seen 
    in the city of the Lord of hosts, 
in the city of our God, 
    which God establishes forever. 
We ponder your steadfast love, O God, 
    in the midst of your temple. 
Your name, O God, like your praise, 
    reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Your right hand is filled with victory. 
    Let Mount Zion be glad, 
let the towns of Judah rejoice 
    because of your judgments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:28-39 (The Message) 
Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right 
alongside helping us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t 
matter. He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our 
wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we know 
ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before 
God. That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for 
God is worked into something good. 
 
God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the 
outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the 
life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We 
see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. After God 
made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed it up by 
calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a 
solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed 
with them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun. 
 
So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If 
God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our 
condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is 
there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? And who would 
dare tangle with God by messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would 
dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to 
life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for 
us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us 
and Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not 
hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not 
backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: 
 
They kill us in cold blood because they hate you.We’re sitting ducks; they 
pick us off one by one. 
 
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced 
that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or 
tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get 
between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has 
embraced us. 
 
The word of life. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

The Holy Gospel of Mark 16:14-18 NRSV 
 

Response after the announcement:  Glory to you O Lord. 
 
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; 
and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they 
had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 
 
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation.  
 
The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does 
not believe will be condemned.  
 
And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  
 
they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover. 
 
 

Response after the reading:  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #434 vs 1 & 5 “Jesus Shall Reign ” 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things and 
celebrates all things. 

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s 
presence, a home for us to share with our kin. 

We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of  
Earth, a human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke 
among us, suffered and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all 
creation. 

We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation 
reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 

We believe the Spirit renews life in creation groans in empathy with a 
suffering creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. We believe 
that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
For rain and sun and insects to pollinate crops; for farmers who work with 
nature and preserve the beauty and diversity of God’s creation; and for wild 
creatures which enjoy the harvest of berries, nuts, grains and seeds. 
We give thanks, O God. 
 
For the soil, rich and precious, home to countless living creatures which 
maintain fertility and give us food and life. 
We give thanks, O God. 
 
For growing awareness that we all depend on the earth for our daily food 
and fuel; and for the increasing numbers of people who want to eat local 
food and have closer links with food producers. 
We give thanks, O God. 
 
For wisdom to live in ways that will slow down climate change and keep the 
rains falling in their due season. 
O Lord hear our prayer. 
 
For caution in manipulating the building blocks of life in transferring genes 
between species. 
O Lord hear our prayer. 
 
For grace to recognize we are part of God’s creation with responsibilities to 
care for God’s earth and our fellow creatures, including farm animals. 
O Lord hear our prayer. 
 
Send us out into the world, in service to God’s creatures, as disciples of 
Jesus who blessed bread and wine at the Last Supper – bread which earth 
has given and human hands have made and wine, fruit of the vine and 
work of human hands. 
 
Lord, send forth your Spirit. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  



 

 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to  share. 
Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern 
for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them 
to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. It is indeed:  
 

 
 

Words of Consecration/The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  



 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  
 
Jesus Christ, our host, we join you on your mountain today. Surround us 
with your light. Stir us with you voice. Heal us with your touch. Fill us with 
you love. Dine with us, today. Refresh us with your blessing in the bread 
and the wine. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymn #468 vs 1 and 2 ELW  “Around You, O Lord Jesus” 

 
Prayer after Communion  
 
We thank you Christ, for inviting us to join you with God on the mountain.  
We pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and become 
agents of healing for Earth. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the Spirit of God blowing from the mountains, fill you with the knowledge 
of God’s presence in Earth and the pulsing of Christ within you. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING SONG #290 ELW vs 1 & 2  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth! Thanks be to God! 
 


