
MORNING WORSHIP 
Live on Facebook at 10:00 AM 

Bethesda Annual Meetinbg at 11am after service via Zoom  
Code: 229508663     PW: 056996  

January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Prelude/Welcome 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the 

Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

Order of Worship 

Call to Worship 
Jesus calls us 
to praise and prayer, 
to song and silence; 
Jesus calls us to worship. 
 

Jesus calls us 
to hearing and healing, 
to service and solidarity; 
Jesus calls us to love. 
 

Jesus calls us 
to advocacy and action, 
to protest and provision; 
Jesus calls us to justice. 
 

Jesus calls us, 
Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, 
inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors 
into the uncharted waters of faith 
to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You 
into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom; 
to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany 
You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually avoid. 
 

As we wait, 
speak to us, Spirit of Grace: 
of that hope which is our anchor; 
of that peace which is our rock; 
of that grace which is our refuge. 
 

Let us heed the call of Christ. 
Let us worship together with joy. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Most wonderful God, foolish and flawed though we are, we too delight in your beloved Son. 
As in his name we gather in the house of many praises, may the heavens be opened for us,  
that we may catch a glimpse of that Light and Love that transforms our common days with a 
beauty not of our making.  Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!  

 



Gathering Song  #661 ELW vs 1 & 2“I Love to Tell the Story” 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The light of Christ Jesus be with you always.  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy.  
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy.  
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy.  
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy.  
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise 

 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above,  

of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.   

I love to tell the story, because I know its true;  

it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.  

 

Refrain: 

I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.   

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  Strengthen us by your Spirit, and 

make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat what 

seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!   

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard  

the message of salvation from God’s own holy word.   

refrain 



Word 
 

Readings and Prayers of Intercession are found in the Celebrate insert. 
 

First Reading  Jonah 3:1-5,10 

(after the reading)  Assistant:  The word of Life. People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.               

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:14-20 

 Response after announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.   

 Response after reading: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon/Reflection 

Hymn of the Day  #817 ELW   vs 1 & 3 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
 

You have come down to the lakeshore 

seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

but only asking for me to follow.  

(Refrain) 

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in an innovative God, who does not wait for us to find ourselves but comes seeking the lost and call-

ing us into a new way.  

I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s crucial initiative, that when he calls us to follow, Christ also gives us the 

power to become, both in creed and deed, the children of the living God.   

I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us, calling us to follow him into an obedience which is true 

liberty and to humble service which is the fruit of holy friendship.   

I believe in the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people, called to respect and support one another through 

the joys and tribulations as we travel the road towards the “promised land” of God’s future.   

Because Christ has called me in this I truly believe.   Amen.  

You need my hands, my exhaustion, 

working love for the rest of the weary— 

a love that’s willing to go on loving. 

(Refrain)   
Refrain: 

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 

kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. . .  

On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 

now with you, I will seek other seas.  

 



Prayers of Intersession  

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and 

for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-

being of creation, that god raise up advocates ad scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and nongovern-

mental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire all 

people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those who are sick, distressed or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief especially 
Wally and Colleen, Paula, Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Brad, Audra, Barb, Gene, “Tiny,” 
Pavel, Alla, Oliver and Victoria, Joanne, & Jim, that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that 
meet virtually during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the corona-
virus. Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 
protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 
hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God.  

 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, 

that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells 

among us, your Son. Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 



Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Show a sign of peace in the chat.   
 

Offering Prayer 

Lord of our life, the path to you is straight, this Christmas season, may we proclaim a message 
that is exemplified by our generosity, our kindness, and our prays.  In Jesus way we pray.  Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

Go in peace; love and care for one another in the name of Christ  
and may the Spirit of God which filled John and Jesus,  
fill your hearts, souls and minds  
may the power of God which upheld them, 
strengthen you for each day 
and may the love of God which directed their every action 
be your guiding light and your shining star, 
both now and forevermore . Amen 
 

Sending Hymn #720 vs 1, 2 & 3 “We Are Called” 

 
 
 
 
 

Go in love and light and know that Christ goes with you! Thanks be to God. 

Come! Live in the light!  Shine with 
the joy and the love of the Lord!  
We are called to be light for the 
kingdom, to live in the freedom of 
the city of God.   
Refrain 

Refrain:  We are called to act with 
justice, we are called to love ten-
derly; we are called to serve one 
another, to walk humbly with God.   

Come! Open your heart!  Show 
your mercy to all those n fear! 
We are called to be hope for the 
hopeless so hatred and blind-
ness. . . Will be . . . No more.   
Refrain 

Sing!  Sing a new song! Sing of 
that great day when all will be one! 
God will reign, and we’ll walk with 
each other as sisters and brothers . 
. . United in love.  
Refrain 


